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By Mike Cearley

Gazette Correspondent

DALLAS — Courtney Wil-
liams threw for two . touch-
downs-and ran for a third as
South Point won its South-
western 3-A opener, 18-7, over
North Gaston at Trudnak
Stadium Friday night.

It was the third straight win

2

for the Red Raiders, who
S. Point 18 opened the
(M Y Scason

with a pair
of losses. ‘North Gaston fell to
14.

The Wildcats kept the

the lead in the fourth quarter
when they faced a third-and-2
at the South Point 3. But %
fumbled snap that the 'Cats re-
covered at the 16, coupled with
a delay of game penalty, gave
them a long fourth down at the
2l.

Quarterback Justin Cloninger
couldn’t find an open receiver
and South Point took over. The
Raiders then marched 83 yards
for their decisive touchdown as
Williams hit David Kincaid
from 23 yards with 1:3%4 left in
the game.

“It's happened to us all
year,” said North Gaston coach
Mike Somers of his team’s fail-
ure to cash in on the scoring
opportunity. "One of these days
we'll get down there and know
what to do.

“But you can't fault our kids.
They played their hearts out.
We knew we could play with
them. We just have to learn to
put people away when we get
the chance.”

Both teams struggled offen-
sively and were plagued by pe-

nalties. North Gaston was flag-
ged 10 times for 100 yards,

game
close, and had a chance to take

while South Point was-per\al-
ized nine times for 85 yards.
Twice the Raiders were called
for roughing the North Gaston
punter.

“It was a ‘Nightmare on Elm
Street,”” said South Point
coach Phil Tate, who saw three
key offensive players sidelined
with injuries. “We made
enough mistakes for five ball-
games."”

South Point’s leading rusher
Don Stowe left the game with a
twisted ankle late in the third
guarter. He ﬁmshcg the night
with 86 yards.

Then fullback Carles Pettis
came out with a twjsted knee
in the fourth quarter. Earlier
in the game, guard Jason Jef-
feries suffered a sprained
ankle.

After a scoreless first quar-
ter, North Gaston took a 7-0
lead with 4:32 left in the first
half. Cloninger hit William
Hull with a quick screen pass
that resulted in a 25-yard
score. Hull had a big night of-
fensively for the Wildcats,
rushing for 99 vards on 25 car-
ries. Robert Thomas kicked the
extra point.

South Point answered with a
long drive that ended with Wil-
liams hitting Jeff Jeffers with a
14-yard scoring toss. An 11-vard
gain by Williams on third-ard-
11, and a 15-vard uns-
portsmanlike conduct call
against North Gaston, helped
set up the score.

The Raiders, who failed on
all three conversion attempts,
trailed 7-6 at halftime.

South Point 06 6 6-18
North Gaston 7000-7
NG — Wikam Hull 25 pass from Justin Cloninger
(Roben Thomas kick)

SP — Jett Jefires 14 pass rom Courtney Willams
{run faded)

SP — Wilkams 3 run (run laded) -

SP — Dava Xmcad 23 pass from Wikams (luck
laleg)



