m Ragsdale defense
stymies Raiders’
offensive attack

By Bavan C. Hanxs

BELMONT South Point ran
wut of miracles Friday nigh
The F Raiders, on a magical
le all season, came up short in a
17-12 loss to Jamesto Ragsdale
in Friday's 3A t} und game
at Belmont’s Line
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South Point Although freshman
seniors take Joe Brown stepped
loss hard >1d’s position
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Stowe finished a four-play, 20-yard
drive with a 1-yard plunge. A bad
snap « D 1 | L attempt
gave South Point a 6-0 lead -
Fhe Raiders had no trouble
with the Tigers (12-1) offense until
the final moments of the first half
South Point had held Ragsdale fo
ess than 2S5 yards of offense il
ing back Keith Goode

a 14-yvard run on first

next p
arterback Wes Po
wide receiver Doug Browr

66-yard touchdown

» See South Point

South Point's Tiger Willlams breaks the tackle of a Ragsdale defender on his way to a big gain Friday night. Willlams had a
big night, rushing for 65 yards on 16 carries and returning a kickoff 98 yards for a touchdown. But it wasn't enough as
RAM‘M South Point for the second straight year in the 3A state playoffs
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fm Pope to fellow sophomore

Emmanuel rs, gave Ragsdale

@ 14-6 lead. The Tigers forced a

Raidér three-and-out-and An-°
drew Brannon hit a 39-yard field
goal and the Tigers led 476

" "On the ensuing kickoff, Tiger

. Wiliams sprinted 98 vards to
pull the Raiders to withip five at.
17-12. That's as close as Suuth
Point would get

The Raiders did have one
more legitimate chance to score,

~though Sener defensive back

Drew Devine picked off a Pope ”
pass at the Ragsdale 29-vard hine
with 308 remaning Faced with
aYourth and-three with 90 sec
onds remaining, a Devon Lowery
pass intended for Devine went
through the receiver’s arms and
the Tigers held on for the upset

“No one feels” worse than
Drew Devine.” Coach Devine
said, but added, “If Drew doesn’t
intercept that pass. then we don't
have a fourth-down play.”

v* Coach Devine said that he was
proud of his semors, who have
the best rwo year mecord n
scheol history (23-2-1)

“I'm disappointed that we did- -
n't win, but I'm not disappointed-
in the effort.” said Devine. “We
gave up a couplé of big plays, but

* our effort was tremendous ”

. Ragsdale advancgs to the JA

-Western ‘championship game
next Friday night at Moaresville.
The Blue Devils (13-1) defeated
West Rowan 36-29 and will host
the game that will determine
who, will représent the western
region in Chapel Hill on Dec. 8.

-
Ragsdale 17,
South Point 12

R0O7100—17
SP0660—12

SP - Phijlip Stowe 1 run (run
+ failed) —

R — Doug Brown 66 pass from

Wes Pope Andrew Brannon kick) N
R — Emmanue! Byers 5 pass from
Pope (Braanon kick)

R — Brannon 39 field goal

SP — Tiger Williams 98 kickoff re
turn (run falled



South Point’s Devon Lowery k .
Ingram Friday night at South Point

South Point's Rasharde Reid syffered a pdiled groin muscle early in Friday's
game and didn't play much in the second half of the Raiders’ loss.

Loss to Ragsdale doesn’t
sit very well with seniors

i Tigers eliminated
Red Raiders last
year in 3A playoffs

By Derex Smimw

¢ b

BELMON1 For the South
Point seniors losing to
Jamestown Ragsdale Friday in
the state playoffs for a second
year in a row was a bitter pill to
swallow

I'he Tigers, who eliminated
the Red Raiders 17-16 in 1999 in
the second round of the 3A West
ern Regionals, did it again this
year, ending South Point's hopes
of a state title with a 17-12 victo
ry at Lineberger Stadium

“It hurts real bad,” said senior
running back Tiger Williams. “I
can't even explain it.’

Reévenge had been on the
minds of the Red Raiders all
week as they prepared to meet
the team that handed them their
last lost. South Point entered the
third round of the playoffs with a

record of 11-0-1, and hadn't lost

fince Ragsdale knocked l'h('
Southwestern J3A champions
from the poStseason in Novem
er 1‘1\4“

Deate r 1YYy 1

ended thelr sea AST &8s the
Red Raiders had not lost this
year when the Tigers came to

Belmont Friday

“1 feel bad for mwself and the
rest of the seniors because it's our
last game,” said Shrine Bowl selec
tion Devon Lowery. “But for the
juniors, sophomores and fresh
men, it's just a building process
They got to experience playing in
the third round of the playoffs.”

Despite the loss, Lowery was
upbeat as-one could be following
the end of a stellar prep career

I love'this atmosphere,” Low
ery said. “The fans are great. The
people treat us Nke kings. | can’t
ask for better t I don’t
think I could fur
about each other more than we do

Lowery, who fi the sea
son with 1,357 \;:rlr\ rushing and
20 touchdowns, was held out of
the end zone in his last high
school game and rushed for only

mmates

gUVS who care

8S yards

“Our goal was to go out there
and beat them bad,” he said
“They played hard, and had some
big plays, and we didn't. That's
how the game goes.”

Junior Rasharde Reid, the
hero of last week’s double-over-
time win over.A L Brown with
his three scores, injured a groin
in Friday's game and didn’t see
much action

Lowery said Reid's injury did-
n't necessarily hurt the offense’s
production

“It wasn't a step down at all,”
he said. “(Freshman) Joe

Brown) and Tiger (Williams)
both did great jobs. We just
couldn’t put the ball in"the end
zone when we needed to.”

Ragsdale used a balanced at-
tack on offense, pounding the
football inside with Keith Goode
and getting timely passing from
quarterback Wes Pope

“They had a good offense,”
said South Point senior line
backer lan Gibson. “They execut
ed well at times, and at times we
could stop them. We had a good
defensive game, but they scored
more points then we did."”

I'he Tiger offense, though, re
ally didn't get going_ until late in

Trailing 6-0, Pope
th Doug Brown on a

he first hall
y4-yvard touchdown to give Rags
dale a 7-6 balftime lead
“That was a big momentum
change for them,” Gibson said
It happens. It takes a little bit
put of you, but you've got execute
the next drive and get the mo
mentum going back your'Wway.”
Ragsdale opened the second
half with two quick scores, a §
yard touchdown pass from Pope
to Emmanuel Byers and a 39
yard field goal from Andrew
Brannan, to go ahead 17-6
Williams returned a kickoff 98
vards for a touchdown late in the

and the Red

third quarter

Raiders were back in the contest

Iwice in the fourth quarter
South Point had the ball deep In
lger territory, but couldn’t come

away with points

“I'm extremely proud of the
seniors, especially,” Gibson said
of his teammates. “The effort
was great. (But) it was a sad,
wishy-washy game.”



