‘South Point
can't handle
‘No. 1 Crest

Lee leads Chargers past Raiders
in matchup of 3A.powerhouses
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LINCOLNTON 35 was hardly a secret to coliege re
EAST LINCOLN 14 cruiters when the current htgh schoal

football season started. only Lee was

HunTER HusS 12 Kknown as an athletic wide receiver
Bessemer CiTy 6 not as a quartérback

After watching Lee throw for 210
FORESTVIEW 23 vards and one touchdown in directing
CHASE 6 (Crest to a 28-7 victory over South Pomt

Friday, one of
SHELBY 35 (30T) those recruiters  CRrgsT 28
Kings MounTain 34 told Chargers .

coach Roy Kir- SQUTH POI\T 7

FReEDOM 35 by he ‘didn"t

ASHBROOK 13 care what position Lee plaved in co
lcgc as long as he came to us school

NorTH GasTon 22 “1 thought Travis Lge did a good yob

CHERRYVILLE 19 ° leading us tonight,” Kirby sind ='tu | ev

led Crest to a win in a matchap between
two of the top 10 3A teams in North Car
olina. “He just makes plays for us”
L.ee wasn't the only one
Montaze Thurman caught six of Lee's erght completions
for 164 vards and the 13-yard pass that put Crest ahead 144
in the first quarter. The 164 vards in receiving 1s second 1
Crest history, trailing only University of North Carolina red
shirt senior Chesley Borders’ 177-vard effort agmnst Fast
Forsvth in the 1996 playoffs
Tandem Ghargers' runners Travis Padgett and Martras
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No. 1 for a reason
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South Point defensive end Joe Costner tries to drag down Crest running back Travis Padgett dunng f
Crest, ranked No. 1 in the NCCA/iHigh state 3A poll, got 210 passing yards and one touchdown fro
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Lattlejohn combined -for 128

Plus, Lee helped himself as a
runner, picking up a net of 13
yvards and & one-yard quarter-
back sneak in the third quarter,

“They're tough and they're
good,” said South Point coach
John Devine, whose team fell
to 3-1 after scoring 50 or more
points 1n its first three games.

Even in a losing effort, the
Red Raiders did something no
one else had done in Crest’s two
previous games: They scored.

South Point, which reached
the Crest 15 late in the {ir$t
half, ended the Chargers’ de-
fensive excellence with an im-
pressive drive to open the sec-
ond half.

Led by fullbgek Jo Bm\sn

the Red Raiders went 71xards
in seven plays, capped by
Brown's 12-vard scoring run
with 8:25 left in the third quar-
ter. It was Brown's 14th TH
this season. He finished with
121 yards rushing.
«South Point got one shot at a
tying drive, but an apparent
fake punt on fourth-and-one
from the Red Raiders’ own 24
on-their next possession was
aborted by an megal proce-
dure penalty,

After the subsequent punt,
Crest pushed the iead to 21-7
on Lee's quarterback sneak
with 1:12 left in the third quar-

ter.

The L'hargers'put the game

7 away on its next possession fol-
- lowing Travis Strong's Sl-yard
vards and two touchdowns/ g 8. |

pass interception return to the
South Point 27,

After Lee's 21-yard pass to
lcrmdme Strong, \Iartm} Lit-
tlejolin scored on a six-vard
run and Daniel Padgett's
fourth PAT ended the scoring.

“We made some good reads
at the first of the second half,”
Devine said. “But then they
came right back on us. As soon
as we would do something, they
would come right back at us.”

However, South Point kept
fighting as well.

The Red Raiders had a held
poal blocked as time expired
and finished with 287 yards to-
tal offense and 15 first downs

to 387 vards and 15 first downs

for Crest. . \

“They re the best team
we've playved so far,” said Kir-
by, whose team was hampered
by 135 yards in penalties.
“There's no doubt about 1L
John does a terrific job and
thev pld) hard and they don't
quit.’
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