Raiders not stuck on 13 this year

South Point turns back
Mooresville, will play
14th game this season

By RicMARD WALKER

~
rts Reporter

BELMONT For vears, It seems,
South Point had a cap placed on its
season al 13 games

Not this year

Not after a determined defense
and an efficient offense led the Red
Raiders into the Western N.C. Class
3A finals with a 12-10 victory over
Mooresville in front of an overflow
crowd Friday mght at chilly
L.ineberger Stadium

“A lot of people have expected us
to lose in the second or third round,”
South Point running back Joe Brown
said after the 12-1 Red Raiders ad-
vanced to play at Winston-Saiem
Carver (13-0) next Friday night.
“This lets people know that we're se-
rious about going all the way this
time.”

To be honest, South Point has
played more than 14 games only
once in its storied football history —
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South Point's John Alexander takes down Mooresville's Matt Lambert, causing a fum-
ble early in the game. The Red Raiders defeated the Bilue Devils 12-10 Friday.

that coming in the 1979 3A state
championship season when the play-
offs were a round shorter.

Five other times, the Red Raiders
have played 13 games, including the
last three seasons.

Among those seasons have come

frustrating playoff losses in 1993,
1999, 2000 and last season.

“Our kids are great overachiev-
ers,” South Point coach John Devine
said of this year's team. “We're not
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South Point players and coaches celebrate the team’s 12-10 win over Mooresville Friday night

¥ Raiders

minutes. And if we hadn't,
we'd have been going home
bécause that was a
Mooresville team.”

Mooresville outgained the
Red Raiders 247-219 overall
but South Point's Brown and
Williams had the biggest indi
vidual offensive nights

Brown had 120 yards rush
ing and two touchdowns on 25
carries. Williams had 40 yards
rushing on 19 tries and Sl

xander, Phillip Stowe and

Joe Costner had eight solo or

Terrehit tackles apiece to lead

the South Point ense.

Jonathan Mitchell and Randy

Robinson added five stops

each

“I thought our kids played

hard and played pretty well,”

34 Blue Devils coach Mike Carter

" said. “We just couldn’t get it

into the end zone when we had
some chances.”
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