South Paint's Aaron Crumbley breaks into the open against Lincolmtan Friday night
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. Crumbley ran for 191 yards.

Red Raider scare

South Point wins,

puts the hurt on
Lincolnton runners

BY RICHARD WALKER
rambieridgaston garetile. oom

LINCOLNTON — Scuth Point
took an lmpressive 25-15 ssason-
openng vietory at Lincoloton High
Scheol Friday.

But the Wolves may have taken
mers than o simpls beating on the
seoreboard at Von Ray Harris Field,
as three of Lincolnton's top running
backs suffered injuries and didn't
return to action.

The mest serious njury appeared
to be to Cedric Herndon, who wos
carried off on o stretcher with tin-

ling sensations in hiz arme and
egs 02 a precautionary measure af-
ter a 15-minuts deloy with 2% min-
utes left in the gome. Additicnally,
Walves' offansive weapons
Jonathan Ingram (dizziness) and
C.J. Wilson (ribs) were shaken up
and did not return to action.

Lincoloton coach Scott Cloninger
waz hopeful none of the injuries
were gerioug enough to cause the
plarers to miss future games, but
added that each was replac ed for

cautlonary measures.
prfinnc'thc]fs}; the late August con-
teat hod playoff inte nsity to 1.

Or as South Point coach Joho

Devines put 1t: “That was a good ol’

slobber-lmocker football game.®

Zouth Point got the better of It
gtatistically, cutgaming Lincoloton
379 to 144 ehinﬁsophnmore Aaron
Crumbley, o jumor varsity standout
last seazon making his varsity de-
but. Crumbley finizhed with 191
yards on 19 carries.

“Our offenzive tackles were doing
agreat job of getting their lineback-
erz out of the way,” Crumbley said
of South Point's fullback dive play.
“Tt was wide open.”

Zouth Pomt's offensive lne wmelud-
ed tackles Trevor Reeves, Phally
Rinehart and Daniel Gillelan, guards
Daniel Biggerstaff and Wil
Gu]lcdgc,augccnm' Greg Lancaster.

The middle running game was 20
wide open behind that group that
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without an illegal block penal-
ty on oo apparent S0-yard
Crumbley run early in the
zecond quarter, the first-year
runner would've eclipsed 200
words in his debut.

Lincolnton  coach Scott
Cloninger said Scuth Point's
dominancs in the interior line
wiz what made that happen.

“They alwaj.rs have great
athletes,” Cloninger smd of
the Red Raiders. “But whers
South Point excels is on the
linez. That's where they
whipped ua tonight.”

In spite of that dominanee,
Lincoloton actually led 15-9
and felt it was much closer
throughout the game.

“We had opportunities that
we dido't take advantage of,”
Cloninger =said. “But South
Point just plays hard-nosed,
Belmont football.™

The Red Raiders appeared
to have the Wolves (i-1) on
their heels before Lincoloton
made its comeback.

A S6yard drive stalled at
the Wolves 44 before a punt
waa covered at the Lincolnton
3 and South Pomt's Matt
Dodee tackled Wolves quar-
terback Adam Thompsen for
a safety.

After Lincolotons free
klck, 1t took South Pot only
fire plays to make it 9-0.

u.dl?:un Spencer did the hon-

ors with a 7-yard run followed
by the firat of two James Jus-
tice extra polnt ldeks,

But Herndon breathed Life
nto the Wolves by takin t]:u:
£ns umdg kackoff %7 yords
touchdown, And two pussea-
sions later, Lincolnton drove
6% yards in eight plays to take
the lead. Wilson's 3-yard run
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South Point's Thris Lane ties to break a tackle against Lincolmton,

notched the touchdown, then
Thompeon took a high center
snap and turned it into a two-
point pass to Wilson for o 15-9
Wolves® lead with 6:52 left in
the opening half.
Unfortunately for host Lin-
colnton, it would never score
again az South Point closed
the gome with 16 unanswered

polnts,

A quick four-play, 61-yard
drive capped by Jesse McGa-
ha's &-yard TD run tied the
aeore at 15, then Justice boat-
ed a 34-};&'& field goal just
befors halftime to give South
Point an 18-15 lead.

The Red Raiders made it
25-15 an their opening posse-
aion of the second half. Quar-
terback Desmond Lowery di-
rected o nine-play, 82-yard
drive that was capped by
Spencer’s brilliant, tackle-
breakmng 32-vard TD run to
the right corner of the end
zone with 3:48 to play.

The reat of the way, only
Lincoloton's missed 35-yard
field goal with 48 to play
waa 4 serlous scoring threat.

Curtiz MeGill led Lincol-
nton's weary defenses with 11
first-hit or zolo tackles. Stan
Wilson's five hits led South
FPount.

5p BRTO-25
L TREOD-15
First quarter

5P - Salety, Matt Dod e tacHed Adam
Thompeon Inend zone, T:10
5P - Brandon Spencer 7 run (James Jus-
tio= kK], 4:
L - Cedric Herrdon 97 kokoffretum {lchn
Glkland kck), 4:29
Secand quarter
L - C.L'Wikson 2 run {#ilson pass from
Thompson)), G52
5P~ Jezze Wccha 8 run (Kik faled),

6:04
5P - FG Justioe 34, (53
Third quarker
GP - Spenoer 38 un {Jietos Hok), 248



