SOUTH PoINT 48, ALEXaMDER CEMTRAL 21

Raiders survive
aerial assault

Lowery continues
to run Red Bone
to near perfection

Bt ILARRY D&WELT
Garelte Coms spondent

BELMONT — South Foint
gave up over 300 yards in
the air, but bad enough
%r-:-uud power to make up

or 1t in o Friday night foot-
ball war i Belmont.

The Red Ralders coun-
tered a brilliant pazsing per-
formance by Alexander Cen-
tral quarterback Josh Rus-
zell with 466 rushing yards
to defeat the Cougara 48-21
in a non-conferenees football
tilt at Lineberger Stadium.

Russell completed 26 of 40
passes for 317 yards and
three touchdowns. But it
waz much ado about nothing
in the end as South Pomt
used a big-play offenze and
a atingy rughing defenze to
run its record to 3-0,

“That Ruszell kid 1= a
great player,” said South
Point coach John Devine, “I
wish we'd had along drive
or two to keep him off the
field. But we kept putting
points on the board and that
was encugh”

Devine sald he konew the
Cougars would be ready
from the apening whistle,

“{Alexander Central
conch) Tommy Hurpcr g
teama always play hur
Devine sal Thc} re al-
ways well—pt‘eparcd

But the Red Raiders were

repared as well. Quartsr-

ack Desmond Lowery read
the Alexander defense like a
book, executing the Red
Eaone offensze to perfection.

“We did a a0 Job readin
the defense,” Devine zal

“Desmond took soms ]wka.
but that's part of the game.”

Lowery was brillinnt on the
ground and in the air, rushin
15 timea for 220 yards an
completing five of six passes
for 0 yards. He scored on
touchdown runs of 94 and 63

rards and made several bril-

iant pitches to wingback
Chria Lane, helping the &-
foot, 17 5—pl:-u:u:1 genior run-
ning back to a 106-yard per-
formance for the mght.

“We're 30 with a long way
togo,” Devine said. “The ob-
Jeative i2 to win them all, but
we've got a lot to work on.”

The Red Raiders came cut
gtrong, acoring twice In the
first quartsr on a one-yvard
run by Aoron Crumbley and a
#4-yard run by Lowery, who
ducked in behind a brilliant
block by right guard Will
Gulledge and sprinted acress
the field to put South Polnt up
14-0. Alexander Central
roared back in the second
quarter as Russell found
wide recelver Ralph Adams
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South Point's Chris Lane is tack
led after a short gain Friday
night. Lare rushed for 106 yands.

on a 15-Ford scoring strike.

South Point kicker James
Justice pushed the lead to
17-7 with a 33-yord field
gonl with 1:1% left in the
half, but the Cougars re-
aponded aui.ck]jr az Russell
connecte with Byron
Mares on an 11-yard touch-
down pass to cut the lead to
17-14. Alexander Central
looked to be headed to o
halftime lead on the last

lay of the half = defenzive
ineman AJ. Hopke hit Low-
ery from behind az he was
trylog to pass, scooped up
the fumble and dazhed to-
ward the end zone. But Low-
ery caught hum from behind
ot the two-yard line to prs-
serve the halftime lead.

The zecond half waz all
South Polnt as the Red
Raiders seored on their first
two poesesions and made the
necessiry defensive tweals
to contain Russell.

“In the first half, we didn't
do a good job containing,”
Devine smg “We had to put
him in the pocket more and
get some pressure on him. I
thought we made the right
odjustmenta. They got uslcut
of yardz but they didn't geta
Lot of points.

AC 014 7 0 -2
sp 14 3 1417-48
First quarber
5P — Baron Crumbley one nun (James
Justice Hek) 7402
SP — Desmond Lowery 94 un {(James
Justie Hok) 140
Senond quarer
AL — Pelph Adame 15 pazs from Jush
Russell | Kendal Keever kick) G647
GP — James Justioe 33 FG 1:19
AL — Byron Mages 11 pass from Russsdl
(Kamer Hek) 0:26.5
“Third quarter
5P— Cn.ln'l:-le:,- % un | ames Justioe
hck) 9:42
A — Adame 17 pass from Russell
{Femver Haoki &
BEI:' — Lowery &8 run { lames Justios Hok)

Fourth quartsr
SP — Chrs Lane 33 r|.|1 (Jarmes Justos
kokj 11:18
5P — James Justioe 400 FG G20
GP = Jush Justioz BT ron (James ustoe
hak) 3:59
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South Point quarterback Desmond Lowery, left, congratulates Josh
Justice after Justice ran for a touchdown Friday Night.



