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SouTH PoINT 38, NORTH GAsTON 35

Esnjamin Pattony The Garotbe
South Point's Aaron Crumbley scampers 58 yards for a touchdown with £:51 left in Monday night's game against North Gaston on Friday night. Crumbley ran for 174

yands and thres touchdowns as the Red Raiders stunnad the Wildcats, 38-35, in ore of the biggest games in recent county history.

South Rises Again

Red Raiders clinch a share of conference title, stun Wildcats on home turf

BY PHILLIP GARDHER
peardre g ston garstts. com

DALLAS — Last vear's smbarrassing blewout
to Morth Gaston in the rain still stung some
South Polnt players.

When this veor's meeting was rained out on
Friday, they squeezed in ao extra proctics Satur-
day to get ready.

Boy, were they ready.

Aaron Crumbley rushed for 174 yards and
three touchdownsz and Scuth Point shocked
Morth Gaston with a 38-35 victory Meonday in
front of an overflow crowd at Trudnak Stadiuvm.

“Last vear they tore us up at home, We bad to
prove something,” South Point defensive line-
man Matt Dedge said. “The seniors haven't beat-

Inside en them in o while and we've
o Hizen i never won o conference cham-
tobesthagrs PSRBT <y clinchod
in wild shoateut iy Foint 131, 3-0) e

a share of the Big Scuth 3444
Conference title — its first
championship since 2004, The
Red Raiders can win the autright title if they
beat Crest this Friday at Lineberger Stadium.

“It was a big win for us, but we can't worry
about this no more,” said defensive back Stan
Wilsan, who recorded at least six tackles to lead
the team. “We've got Crest on the scheduls nest.”

The Red Raiders led 38-21 with 451 remaining
after o 58-yard touchdown run by Crumbley but
had to survive a furious North Gasten rally.

Page 5C

AT Blue scored on & 16-yard run with 2:13 re-
maining to make it 38-28 and Narth Gaston's Do-
minlque Carter recovered the ensuing onside
Iaclk at the South Point 32, Two plays later, Elus
scored on another 16-yard run and North Gaston
waz In business, down 38-31 with 1:42 left.

South Point recovered the onside kick this time,
hicweaver, and Narth Gaston had ooly one tinsout.

The Red Raiders ntenticnally took two delay-
of-game penalties on the next drive in oo at-
tempt to burn as much clock az possible. The
Wildeats used their final tumeout with 46.2 sec-
-:-ng_a remaining after a 6-yard gain on second-
and-15.

See Raiders, Pags 40 p-»



¥ Raiders

continued from Page 10

But by the time South Point
aceepted itz zecond delay-of-
game on fourth dewn, ooly
3.7 seconds remained. Low-
ery then scrambled lon
enough to expire the cloc
and Scuth Point began ita czl-
ebration.

“It waz a super ballgame
with super effort and our kids
somehow found & way to
win,” South Foint coach John
Devine said.

Chrizs Lane rushed for 106
yords while Lowery threw for
a season-high 157 yards on 7-
of-§ paszing.

Hiz biggest pasa play was
a hook-and-lateral in the ssc-
ond quarter. He toszed a
ghort pass to Brandon
Spencer, who flipped the ball
to Jesse MeGaha, who
gprinted down the right side-
line 60 more yards to the
Horth Gaston 15, That set up
a 20-yard James Justice
field goal as the second
quarter clock expired and
South Point tock a 17-14 lead
into the locker room.

The Red Raiders overcames
180 rushing yards and 142
pazaing from Blue but held
runmng back Princeton
Erocks to 43 yardas on 12 car-
ries. Brooks entered the
game ag the Big South's lead-
g rusher at 173.3 yards per

game
“1 gucss they felt like the
best chance they had was
snu Lng it to Mo, # (B]uc;
at's n-:rt a bad guess,
Devmc said

Morth Gaston (32, 51) now
enters its bye date hoping for
a South Point loss 2o it can
share the title. The Wildcats
will suffer when it comes to
playeff seeding. They'll take
the Big South's Mo, 2 34 seed,
which will probably translate
to one or two home games at
mat.

“When you fight amongst
yourselves oz we did, then
vou beat yourself,” Blus aaid.
“We argued. It's a rusty link

to the chain we've got to drop
if we've gotto mep going and
we didn't do that.”

5P T107 14-38
NG 0140 21-35
First quartsr
SP_Baron Crumbley 1 run (James Juetos

kick), &:16
Seaond quarker
NiG-Prinoston Brooks 1 run {Drew Stewart

kick], 1156
SP—Brndon Spernoer 38 from
Chezrres red {Jemes Justice kcki), 10,

HG-A&L Blus 5 run (Stewart Hok), 808,

Esnjamin Pattony The Gazeta
Morth Gaston's Darius Edwards talks with head coach Bruce Clark during the second half on Mondax

GP—FG James Justios 20, 000,

Third quartsr
SP—Chris Lane GG run (James Jistos
kaky, &EL

Fourth quarter
SP—Crumbley 1 run { bames Justice kiok),
B:26
W3- Jlordan Potber 18 pass fom Blus

wart kick), T:22.

SP—Crumbley B2 run {lames Justioe kiok],
4:51.
NG-Blue 16 mun { Stewart Kok, 2:13.
NG—Blue 15 mun { Stewart Kdk), 142

You can reach Phillip
Gardner at (704) §59-1843



SOUTH PoIMT 38, MoRTH GasTom 35
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South Paint's Chris Lane camied nine times for 106 yards and caught a 22-yard pass on Monday night.

‘They made plays.
We made mistakes’

By DEREK SHITH
Garette Corrsspondent

DALLAS — North Gaston's
f].gfera wolked slowly off the
1eld Mondoy night, disap-
pointed I & comeback bid
that fell short and at a chance
for an outright confersnce
championship not met.

The Wildeats, who faced
17-point deficits twice in the
fourth quarter, then rallied to
within a field goal of tyin
the pame, dido’t take muc
conzclation in the 38-35 loss
to South Poiat.

“We should have beaten
them — point blank,” s enior
wide receiver Jordan Potter
gald. “They mudc plays. We
made mistakes.”

Morth Gaston was polsed to
win the Big Scuth regular-
season title and earn the
l=ague’s top 3A seed into the
state playoffs with a vietory
in the regulor-seazon finals,
Instead, now the Wildeats
have to wait until Frida
night to learn whether they
ghare the Eig South crown
with South Powt or be left in
zecond placs.

If South Point beats Crest
at Linsberger Stadium, the
Eed Raiders win the confer-
ence title outright. Other-
wize, South Point and Naorth
Gaoston will be co-champions
with ane Big South loss each.

Fotter smd he dido’t have a
reoting interest in the game.

“It shouldn’t ha rc come

A.). Blue accounted for 322 total
yards, but it wasn't quite enough.

down to that,” he =said
“Everyons's pretty let down.
We should have beaten them.”

With the score tied 14-14
late 1o the sscond quarter,
South Pont used a hook-and-
lateral play to set up a field
goal attempt with 3.2 see-
onds, ;

Jamesz Justice's 20-vard

kick put the Red Raiders on
top 17-14 at holftime,

Horth Gaston fell behind
38-21 in the fourth quartsr
before senior quarterback
A.J. Blue scored on a pair of
touchdown runs in the final
minutes to maks the game a
Fpoint difference.

“We played bard in the
fourth quarter, but we should
have shown that sense of ur-
gency the entire game,” Pot-
ter aaid.

Blue, who nearly singls-
handedly rallied the Wildeats,
wasn't satisfied coming up
short.

“1f anything, we are d1sap-
pointed in ourselves,” Blue
znid. “We beat ourselves. It
'l.rasn"t any one persan or any
one thing. It waz o team loas”

Elus -cid admit to some 1n-
consistent passing oo his
part. On a few attempts, he
either let the ball sail on his
receivers or left them short
i the turf.

“T made alot of mistalkes,”
he zaad. “We all tried hard, but
1t was tough. We didn't expect
1t to be a blowout game.”

For Elue, Potter ond the
rezt of the Wildcats, the sea-
gon will resume on Nov, @
with the first round of the
state playoffa.

Brackets and pairings are
expectad to be releazed by
the N.C. High School Athletic
Agsociation Saturday after-
noan.



