S0UTH PoINT 21, CREST 14

Raiders seize Blg South

John Clark The Ganstls
South Point's Aaron Crumbley rurs in the first half. Crumbley had sight camies for 39 yards before leaving inthe second quarter with
a possible concussion.

South Point
has chance at
the top seed in
3AA tourney

BY PHILLP GARDNER
prardner @gastongazeites com

BELMONT — The confer-
ence championship that
Zouth Point wrapped up Fri-
day began almest 4 year age
if Fou aslk Fed Ralders coach
Jobo Devine.

“This happened December,
January, Fehruurf Mareh,
April and May,” Dévine said.
“Thls i= not an accident.
These kids have simply out-
worked evervbody. 'lP hey re-
fused to uccept not playing
for a championsl

Zouth Point hcﬁ Crest on
dowma desp in Red Rasder ter-
ritary with 6.2 ssconds remain-
ing and wallced away with a 21-
14 wan that gave them the out-
right Big South B.A.l'ihl Confer-

ence champi

heRe 1dars concluded
the re ular' zeagon with a 10-1
record, mmeluding 6-0 in the
Big South, ond will have a
chanee at the top overall aced
in the 3AA ‘ﬁgst playoffs
when the pairings are re-
lenzed today.
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Quite oo accomplishment
for a team that was picked
fourth in the presenson
coaches’ poll and went 3-8
last year, weluding four for-
feits.

“We worked hard oll sum-
mer. All spring we worked
hard. I believe we deserved
it," said linebacker Daniel
Holmes, who recorded a
team-high eight tackles, in-
cluding & sack, to help hald
i check a Crest offense that
had scored 116 points over
the past two weelks,

Zouth Point’s defense
made its biggest plays at the
end with Crest threatening
i the fnal minute.

The Chargers had reached
the South Point 10 on o 20-
gurd_ carry by Tosh Toms,

ut 1t was wiped out by a
halding call by an offb:i.afon
the opposite side of the field.

The Chargers pickesd up
11 vards on the next play to
reach the 9 but Holmes and
Matt Dodge combined to
anck Zac Halbert on second
down for an 11-yard loss
with 17 ssconds remaining,

Halbert then threw two -
c-:ouflc_tc pasacs, the first
nezarly imtercepted by BEran-
don Spencer ond the next
one tipped in the end zone
by Michael Lewiz with 6.2
geconds remalning to seal
the victory.

South Polnt was missin
center Freg Lancaster an
wingbacl'defensive back
Jezse MeGaba due to in-
juries sustained in Monday's
game agamst Narth Gaston.

To make matters worst,
fullback Aaron Crumbley, the
team's leading rusher, l=ft in
the second quarter after suf-
fering & possible concussion
while blocking on a kickoff
return in the first quarter.

While he was held out for
precautionary reasons, Stan
Wilson, James Justice and
Mathan Hall filled in ad-
mirable. Wilson rushed for
67 yards and a TD and con-
tinued to make big plays at
defensive back, recording
seven tackles.

Zouth Polnt rushed for a
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South Point quarterback
Desmond Lowery carried 13
times for 63 yards on Fridag

season-low 242 yards, but it
was enough.

“Stan, James, Crumbley,
Wathan, whoever's m the
back, we just know we've

ot to block for them,” of-

ensive lineman Trever
Reeves said. “Tf we block for
them, they're golng to run
through the hales.”

Tosh Toms, Crest’s small
but elusive running back,

ave the South Point defense

1ts, carrying 21 times for
102 yards and a touchd ewn,

But Crest punted on itz
first drive, then gave up a
touchd own to South Point on
ita first peesession and played
cateh-up the rest of the game.

“It was a hard, physical
football game,” Crest coach
Roy Eirby snid. “Both teams
plaved hard. Good luck to
South Point in the playaffs, I
think we're ready to go, too.”

c 707 0-14
5P 707 7-21

First quarter
GP=Desmond Lowery 5 run (James Jus-
tioe Kek), T:30.
CITEhTmE 16 run i Tever 81etin kok),

Third quarter
SP—Chris Lan= B9 run [James Justce
Hok), 10x33,
C—Ryan Black2 nun { Austin Kek), 857,
Faurth quarter
SP—5tmn Wikson 2 un {lames Justios
ok), 11:21.



