SOUTH PoInT 55, Kings MoUnTan 20

Red Raiders trail
early, then roll to win

BY RICHARD WALKER
remkbe ridgastongaetie. com

BELMONT — Eeliewe it or
not, there were moments of
uneasiness ot Linsberger Sta-
dium for the partisan Scuth
Point High foctball fans.

Unfortunately for visiting
Kings Mountain, those mo-
ments ended emphatically
by the end of the first quar-
ter on a oight in which Scuth
Point set one school offen-
sive record and came close
to another.

After Kinga Mountain drove
76 yards on the gnme’s openin
possession totake o 7-0 lead,
South Point scored 55 consecu-
tive pointa before cruising to
the 55-20 opening round N.C.
Class 344 p Fc-ffgvi.ctorjr.

The Red Raiders (11-13,
unbeaten Big Scuth 3A7/4A
Conference champions, ad-
vance to host another play-
off game next week South
Point will host Morthwest
Cabarrus (10-2), a 51-20 win-
ner over Burns n its first-
round playeff game.

“We've come m%cthcr and
we're playing really well as
a team,” said South Point
quarterback Desmond Low-
ery, who directed an offanss
that zet a school record for
rushing yardage (521) and
fell just 10 yords shy of the
school's all-time total of-
fense record.

And while Lowery rushed
for 247 yards, passed for 55
more and hiz handoffz and
pitehes helped Aaron Crum-
bley and Clris Lane to 125
and 79 yards, respectively,
he lknew exactly why the
Red Raiders rolled up 576
yards total offense.

i “Tt u:ju uJLE_ from the u:uffcnaij&c
me blocking,” Lowery said.
“They blocked great toright.”

Their H-:-c%n helped
South Polnt eclipse 500
yards rushing in a single
game for the first time in
gchool history — besting the
previous record of 496 yarda
n 1999 against East Gaston.

Their total offense figure
wag 10 yards shy of the 534
yards set in that 195% game
agninst East Gaston and
matched the 576 yards the
Red Raiders had against
Chas= in 1972,

Everything worked effi-
clently and effectively in
South Point's “Red Bone” of-
fense 1o which Lowery has
the cholce of handing off to
hia fullback, keeping the ball
himaelf or pitching to one of
his wingbacks.

Lowery's calls to keep the
foctball himself worked best
of all, az he came close to
breaking the county's record
for yards rushing io a single
gome by a quarterback. He
needed only 11 triss to pick
up his 247 yvards and he
geored four touchdowns, in-
cluding o 7%yard run for o
touchdown on his last play of
the game with # 1-2 minutes
left in the third quarter.

The total left him six yards
shy of a county quarterback
rushmng record of 253 vards
zet by AT, Blue earlier this
season agawst Forestview.

For good measure, Low-
ery’s only pass completlon
{in three attempts) went 53
yards for a touchdewn te
Chriz Lane. Lane, Crumbley
and Stan Wilson added
touchdown runs and James
Justice converted seven of
elght extra pointa.

“We just ran te a good
f-:-_-:-tbulf team tonight,” said
Eings Mountam conch Greg
Lloyd, whose first Moun-
taineers’ team finished 3-7
overall “They're good encugh
to win the ehampwonship.”

Lloyds Mountainesrs actu-
ally started quickly, as quar-
terback Michasl Roberts
capped the opening drive
with a 16-yard keeper for o
touchdown with £:44 left to
play i the first quarter.

Eut South Polnt's defense
would not allow Eings Moun-
tain another first down until
the final szconds of the open-
ing half. And by then, the
Red Raiders were ahead 41-7.

“They played hard and re-
ally kicked us in the teeth on
that first drive,” Devine zaid.
“T don't know that we did any-
thing different after that. I
just think we played barder™

KEMTO013 —20
SP 1427 140 - 55
First quarter

EM — Michael Roberts 16 run | lex Ran-
dal kek), Etdd

5P — Desmond Lowery 15 run i lames
Justoe Kok, G132

SP — Lowery 38 run { Iames Justios Kk,
Celd

Sacand quartsr

SP — Lowery 17 run { lsmes Justios Kk,
10:22

SP — Chris Lane 25 run (Kiok blocke d),
4:20

EP — Baron Crumbley 53 un { lames Jus-
toe kiokj, 153

EP — Lane 5B pass from Lowery [James
Justioe Hok), 48

Third quarter

SP — Lowery 79 run { ames Justios Kk,

a7
SP — Gtan Wlson 28 run {James Justios
Hek), 0:28
Fourth quarter
KM — Robertz 3 run {Rardall kkk), 827
KM — Temarae Young 3 pass from
Plo bexrts | Mo attempt, 0:00



