South Point 21, Lincolnton 14 OT

Jobi Gl Thae G ane e

Sauth Paint quaterback Josh Justice (9) is brought down by a host of Lincalnton players during ther game Fiday night at Lincolnbon.

Red Scare

South Point survives fiery Lincolnton Wolves in OT

By Rihard Woaker
Sorgganein oo

LINCOINTON — For virually all of
Friday ‘s South Point game at Lincolnton,
the Red Raiders' stmggled o establish
runnirg lanes for standout nanner Aaron
Crurnbley.

That is until it mattered most.

Crumbley racked up 42 of his 73 vards
nuehing in the final five mirnites of regula-
tion and on the winning 10-yard touch-
dowm mun in overtime of a 21-14 South
Point victory.

“You've just got to keep the wheels
chuming,” Crumbley said of his late-
game hemics,

Said South Point coach kohn Devine: "I
yourdon't panic, good things can happen.”

Good things happened multiple times
for the Red Raiders (1-1) in the final five
rrinutes

Trailing 14-7 with Lincolnton atempt-
ing to corvert a fourth-and-one at the
South Point 25, Red Raiders defenders
Roy Tumer, Joeh Allman and Clarence
Taykor combined for the defersive siop,

Then South Point clicked off five first
downs as time wound dowm, even get-
ting abreak when offensive lineman Jef-
frey Lawing jumped on a fumble after a
Red Raiders' first dowm run.

Inside the game

By the numbers: South Point 228
yards, Lincolnton 165 yards.

Getting defensive: South Point
— Maurice Falls ndne tacklss (1
{8 sack], Clarence Tayor elght
tackles, Rod Willlams seven tackles,
Travis Davie seven tackles, Tydre'
Crawford sk tackles, Troy Leepar
sl tackizs, Lincolnton — Michas|
Cunningham sk tackles (intercep
tion retwrn for TD, fumble caused,
fumbils recoveryl. Michasl Dellingsr
saven tackles, Drake Hanry five
tacklas (furnble caused).

Quoting: “I thought they were go-
ing to hodd the ball thene at the end.
But we got the ball back amd foumnd
away 1o get seven pEnts” — Aaron
Crumbdey, South Point ru nnrn%
back on his feam’s drive that forcad
ovartime.

Next week South Foint— hosts

Finally, South Point forced overtime in
dmamatic fashion — on Josh Justice's 20-
vard scoring throw to Shane Merill with
40 seconds to play in regulation.

Offensive  “coach  (Mickey) Line-
beenger s ane of the best there i on that,”
Dievine said. "He took ashot there and it

worked outwel forus”

Justice then calmly booted the tying
extra point to force overtime.

In the edm perod, Crombley gave
South Point its winning mangin with a
10-yard nun up the middle on first down
befome the Red Raiders held on downs
after Lincolnton reached the 5

“Ttokd the kids I was proud ofthem,” said
Wohes coach 5ot Cloninger, whose team
fel to 1-1. “They played through adver-
sity, played extrernety hand and competed
agairst agood South Point team.”

Lincolnton found out earty in the week
it would be withowt starting, quarterback
Brandon Wilson afer he broke a hand in
lastweeks 28-21 victory at East Rutherford.
It meant Cloninger had to prepane sopho-
mome Jaken Littejohn and senior Tevin
fovery to play the position that directs the
Wohes' new spread ofersive atiack.

Lincolnton appeared on its way to a
surprising victory behind a stellar defen-
siveeffort and ball-contm] offenss,

Bt Sonth Point found a wayin theend
to claim vichory.

“Whenever we were called on to step
up, we did it," Crumbley said. “The de-
fense played their hearts out to keep 1=
in the game. And we made enough plays
therein the end to winit”
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