South Point 42, Crest 21

Raiders work clock, beat Crest

By Richand Walker
rwabenEm fongareis com

BELMOMNT — Before Friday
night'sgame, South Point High
football coach John Devine
figured the best way to negate
Crest's size and speed was o
dominate time of possession.

He probably couldn't have
imagned just how well his
teamwold control the garme.

The Red Raiders ran 75 of
the game's 115 plays from
smimmage in a 42-21 victory
that wrapped up a Big South
3A Con ference co-title,

"It wes a gpod formula for
g, =aid South Point coach
John Devine, whose team
md led up 449 vards and 26 first
dowms. “You have to keep the
ball away from that kind of
speed and size. But they can't
uee their speed and size if they
don'thave the ball. "

Aaron  Crumbley {154
vards), Joeh Justice (144) and
Ty Leeper(127) all rushied for
maore than 100 yards. Crum-
biley tallied four touchdowre
and Leeper one and Justice

threw a 12-yard scoring pass to
Shane Mermill

South Point (3-2, 5-1) now
whaits until Saturday s pairings
announcernent o find ot
who it plays in next week's
playoffs. The Red Raiders, by
virtue of their regular-season
koes o Forestview, will enter
the n as the Eig
South's Mo 2 playoff team.

Crest (5-4, 3-2) abo advanc-
s to the playoffs

The Chargers actualty led
7-0 with the help of the first
of Fendall Kee's three kickoff
retums for 187 vards) on the
opening kickoff. Kee, wholater
scored on @ 91-vard retum,
returned 74 yards to give Crest
poesessian,

But then South Point took
charge with long, time-con-
surning drives. The Fed Raid-
ers drives went 12 plays for 84
vards, 16 plays for 54 yands,
nine plays for 532 yands, 15
plays for 67 yards, eight plays
for 48 yarks and five plays for
G8yand=

“It was three yards, five

yards, three yards, five yards,
three yards, five yamds," Crest
coach Roy Kirbry said of South
Point's offensive attack. “Tus-
tice just executes that offerse
to perfection. And Crambley's
just Crumbiley. 1 tried frve dif-
ferent front to oy and stop
them.”

Crurnbley mn 38 times for
his 154 vards. And Devine said
he wes finally Crumbley was
finally healthy after struggling
with nagging hamsiring and
ankle injuries.

“He's just getting better and
better,” Devine said. “He's got
that power back."”

On offense, Crest also sirug-
wled. Kirby used Shrine Bowder
Reggie Wilkine and Patrick
Bowman at quarterback. But
South Point pestered the duo
into a combined three of 15
passing,
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