to advance in playoffs

By Phlip Gardner

GASTOMIA — Fars won-
dered if South Point and
Forestview could match the
drama of their thrilling regular-
SEERON EAITIE,

They sure did, all right — for
ahalf.

Tied at halftime, South Point
mmed the second-round
3AA state playoff game into a
thumping, mlling to a 3514
victory Friday and avenging a
21-20 loes on the same fizld a
month ago

“They got us the first tme
around, so we had to come
out and show that we didn't
play to our potential last time,”
gaid senior fullback Aaron
Crumbiley, who rushed for a
seepon-high 184 yards and
three touchdowrs,

South Point (11-2) willmalke
itt thidl consecutive state
quarterfinal appearance next
week when it travels o [No. 3
seed Kanmapolis Brown (11-2),
a 45-27 winner over Asheville
Ervin

The Red Raiders made that
meeeting possible by dorminat-
ing the second half, outgaining
their fellow Big South 3A Con-
ference co-champions 213-28
after the break behind a steady
dose of Crumbley and some
big plarys by quarterback Josh
Tustice. Afterald-14 te atinter-
migsion, Crumbley carried 16
timesfior 83 yards in the second
half and put the game away
with a 33-yard touchdoem nun

that provided the final mangin
with 5:07 rernaining,

Justice broke a 14-14 tie in
the third quarterwith a 13-yard
TD pees to Shane Merrill at the
634 mark, then ripped off a
58+ard TD run on the second
play ofthe fourth quarter to put
the Red Raiders in firn coniral
at 28-14.

Justice  finished with 97
nehing vards on 13 carmies
and completed 3 of 7 passas for
26 yardk. The senior directed
South  Point's  triple-option
offerse to M6 yards (320 on
the ground) — a stark contmst
from the first meeting, when
Forestviews held the Red Raid-
ers to their lowest nushing total
(216 yards) in conference play.

“We put in a couple different
plays and a couple different
schemes because they had a
good game plan the last time
we played thern on how to stop
1k on the rple option,” [uetice
said. “We juet put in a couple
miore twists and changed it up
and that really hurt them.”

Forestviews  [10-3  looked
good early, scoring on a 35-
yard run by junior vamsity call-
up Octavius Wallace for a 7-0
kead in the first quarter. South
Point fimbled on its own 27 on
the next play, but the Jaguars
didn't tale advantage, turning
the ball over on dowre. Cnam-
hley's first TD tied it at 7 with
524 seconds kefi in the first
quarter.
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OFF=: South Point 35, Forestview 14

Red revenge

Ganme phencs By Berjanin Pame
ABOVE: South Point's Aann Crumblay rushes for a touchdosm during his
tearn's gane with Forestiiew an Friday, AT LEFT: Forestaisw quarterback
Jonathan White is chased by South Points Jordan Forney during ther
gamea on Friday.

Inside the game

Total yards — South Point 346 {320 rushing, 26 passing);
Forastview 220 (180 A0 pas
Turnovers — mmwf:ﬁmumumm}
Mext week — South Point travels to No. 3 seed Kannapols
Brown (11-2) as the Red Ralders make their third straight
state =rinal 5

itonTV— fon County Schools will air the game
without cormm nant wesk on Time Warner Cablde
Channel 21. The game will air Monday and Tuesday at 7230
and 930 pom.
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South Point took its first lead with a
14-plary, B5-yard drive capped by Crum-
bler's second TD at the 5:16 mark of the
second quarter. Forestview answered
with a nine-play, 77-yard drive and
sooned on an 8-yand TD pass from Jona-
than White to Joseph Reid. That tied the
soome at 14 with 1:42 before halftime, but
Farestview never threatened again until
thegamewas out of hand.

“They got some momentim in the
second half When a good team gets
rolling like that, they're hard to handle,”
Forestview coach Chiis Medlin said. "1
thought we fought and plawed hard. 1
was prowd of our effort, Some things just
didn't go ourway.”

FKevin Jeter rushed for 84 yards on 22
carries o lead a Forestview offerse that
managed 220 vards, including 180 on the
gound. Wallace, a sophormaone, finished
with 79 vards on six carries. After the
Jaguars were able to speed to the outside
earty, South Point eventually shut dowm
thie edges and forced Forestview to pass,

‘White completed 3 of 15 yands for 40
vards,

The game ended Forestview's best
segwon inschool history. The Jaguars not
onty st aschool record for wins, but also
secured the program's first playoff win
kst week and beat South Point for the
first time.

Crumbley, who scored on muns of
16 and 10 yards in the first half, has 83
touchdowrs for his career and needs
onemome to tie Morth Gaston's Princeton
Brooks for the Gaston County record.

You can reach Phllip Gardner ot
TG0 1843,
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First quarter

F—Octavius Wallaca 35 run (Matthew
Florence kick), 4:17.
SP—Aaron Crum by 16 run (Joay
Mitchall kick), 0524

Second quarter
SP—Crumblay 10 run (Mitchall kick],
5:16.
F—losaph Reld 8 pass from Jonathan
White (Florence kick), 1:42.

S P, Tha 3 ane o

South Point's Josh Justics nushes during his teams game with Foestiew an Riday. Check out a video of Friday game photos 8t gastongsazetie.com,

Third quarter
SP—Shans Memill 13 pass fom losh
Justics (Mitchell kick), 6234

Fourth guarter
SP—Justice 59 rum (Mitchell kick],
1137
SP—Crumblay 33 run (Mitchell kick),
5:0%

5P For
First downs ir 13
Rushesyands 53320 35180
Passing yards 28 40
Comp-Att-int 3-r-0 31540
Fumblas-lost 241 24
Panaltiesyards  5-40 315

Individual statistics
RUSHING—South Point Crum bisy
29184, Josh Justice 1347, Ty
Lespear 5-24, Ramon Costner 314,
Scot McWhinter 22, Teamn 1-minus 1.
Forsstviow, Havin Jater 22-54 ‘Wallacs
&-19, White 6-18, Team 1-minus 1.
PASSING—South Point, Justice 3-70
26. Forestview, White 3150 40,
RECENMING—South Point, Mearrill 2-20,
Costner 1-6. Foresteiew, lawan Taylor
1-21, Davia 1-11, Reid 1-8.



