Going to the Hill

Justice runs all over
Anson County, leads
South Point to state
title game Saturday
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BELMONT —Joeh Justice had never been greet-
edbrysomany fans after agame

The senior quarterback had just accounted for all
five touchdowres in South Point's 35-21 West final
victory over Anson County, and everybody wanted
totell him the same thing

Congratulations for reaching the state charmpi-
arehip game.

“It really hasn't hit meyet,” Justice said. 1 feellike
it's unreal.”

Tetice rushed for a carer-high 226 yamds and
four touchdowns and pessed for another soore,
lkeading South Point (13-2) into the state champion-
ship game for the fourth time in school history,

The Red Raiders will face South Johrston (14-1)
niest Satuclay at2:30 pom. at Kenan Stadiumin Cha-
pel Hill. South Johnston, the Mo, 1 seed in the 344
East, beat Southern Mash33-32 in triple overtime for
the regjonal titke.

South Point is 2-0-1 in state e games, havingwon
in 1579 and 2008 and tied Salishury in 1971 for a co-
Weestern ML, High School Activities Association itk
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South Point 35, Anson County 21
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South Point quarterback losh Justics curuns the Arson County defense for his first touchdown during his team’s win Fiiday, Justics scored faur ouchdowrs and
threw anather inthe Red Raides’ victor. Scuth Paint now advances to the 34 state championship to face South Johreton nest Saturday.
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South Paint's Aaron Crumbley ties to bieak an Areon County defender’s tackle during his tean’s win Fiiday.
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The Red Raiders have an-
other shot thanks in large part
to Justice, a first-year starter
who directed South Point's
Red Bone offense to 374 yards.
He scored on runs of 37, 19,30
and 40 yards, the last of which
gave South Point & 35-14 Jead
with 428 remaining,

“Last week 1 didn't heve a
bunch of yards, so 1 think they
kind of overlooked me," Justice
said. “Then the offensive line
wasbloddng like never before.”

South Point scored on its
first four drives of the second
half and was stopped only by a
fumbleand the final hom.

Despite Justice's hugegame,
the Red Raiders had tohaold off
afurious Areon County come-
back that inchuded two onside
kick mecoveries. After Justice's
third rushing T rmade it 2840
with 11:13 remaining, Arson
soored a quick touchdown on
an 11+ard pass from Jordan
Hildreth to Drew Caole at the
754 markof the fourth,

Anson recovered the onside
kick and scored on its next
play, ad5-yard pess again from
HiMreth to Caole, just 10 sec-
onds later.

Anson again recovered an
onside kick but Carson Ginn
e d a fumbile on the second
play and Tode' Crawford re-
cowered it for South Point, set-
tingup Juetice's final TDwhich
allbut put thegame away

“I didn't think that they
cowlld stop us ifwe ever got our
hands back on the ball,* South
Point coach John Devine said.

Inside the game

Game atbendance: 5000

Total yands — Anson
County 450 (163 rushing,
287 passing); South Point
3™ (307 rushing, 67
passing)

Turmowvers — Ans o
County 5 (3 fumblas, 2
interceptiona |, South Point
3 (all fumblas)

Individual leaders
—South Point JB Jesh
Justice rus hed for 226
yards and four Th=s and
massed for 6 7 yards and
angther TO. Anson County
{8 Jordan Hildreth passad
fior 287 yards and two Ths
and added &4 yards and a
TD on the ground.

State championship
game — South Foint will
face South Johnaion in
e 344 state title game
Saturday, Dec. 12 at
230 pm. at Chapal Hill's
Kenan Stadium.

“We were just doing what we
wanted to do.”

South Point fomed  three
first-half turmovers but failed to
cormvert them into points

emson-bound  manning
back Brandon Hlerbe fumbled
at midfield on Anson's seoond
diive but South Point couldn't
achance further than the Anson
41 fnson rmowrnted a threat on
its memt possession but fumbled
at the South Point 30 on a bad
exhange The Red Raiders
then went threeand out. Anson
again threatensd but T’
Crawford made a spectacular
one-handed diving interception
at the South Point 13 just over a
mimte before halftime. South
Foint entered the field house

witha 740 lead.

“Wie shubbed oursebves in the
toe in the first half, tumovers
and a couple of big penakies,”
first-year Arson County head
mach [uke Hyatt said. “But
7-0 at halftime, we get it back
{to start the seoond half), we'e
right where we want to be, We
didm’t stick it in when we came
outafter hatftime. I thought that
sortofset the momentum. Nest
thingyou know, itwes 28-0.°

fnson County finished with
fve tumovers in all South
Paint had three, including the
two onside kick enafus.

hetice made it 1440 earky
in the third when he ran right,
then cut back to the middle for
a 19-yard score. On the next
drive, Justice hit Ramon Cost-
nef in siride on a slant pattern
for a 42-yard passing T\ The
lead swelled to 280 on South
Point's next drive when Justice
zigzagged through the defense
for a 30-yard score,

The Bearcats, looking for
their first state final appear-
ance, didn't gp away qui-
ety. Hildreth finished -with
287 yards and two TDs The
senior also nshed for 64 vards
and anather score, Arson out-
gained South Point 450 to 374,

South Point, which lost to
West Rowan in the West finals
last year, achances to its fist
state championship game
since 2003, when it beat Marth-
et Guilford 27-10 for the 24
state titke.

fn estimated 6,000 fans
weme on hand at Lineberger
Stadium

You can mach Philip
Craridner at AM-G59-1843
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South  Poinfs Jalen  Porter fackles  Arson County
quarterback Jonathan Hough duing ther game Riday.
Wart mare pictures. from Fiiday’s game? Check ot a
widen of Fiiday's wichory &t GastonGazette.com and see mofe
this week &= the team prepares for the championship.

Two late turnovers help preserve win

By Richard Walker
o 7

BELMOMNT — For much of Friday's 35-21
South Point victory over fnson County, it ap-
peared the Red Raiders’ defense was going to
reciomd its third shutout of the season.

After all, South Point led 28-0with eight min-
utes to play.

But then the Beancatsgot their passing game
and their oreides kicking game in high gear
and apairof late tumovers helped preserve the
Red Raiders"victory.

“The defersive mindset was hard and
heawvy,” junior end Carson Ginn said. “We
knewrthey had agood passinggame. They just
didn’t showr it until late.”

Them's littke doubt about that, as Anson
County quarterback Jordan Hildreth com-
pleted seven of his 1 4 passes in the final quarter

acoournting for 205 of the his 287 yands.

Agairet such an aerial assaul, South Point
snphomore linebacker Patick Home =aid his
tearn's stmategy wee simple: "W just had toleep
our cool and realize the gamewasn't over.”

Of couse, trnovers caused or made by
Ginn, Home and senior free safety Thdee'
Crenvfiomd in the final 7' minutes did much to
putan end to the Bearcais"ral by.

Ginn and Craeford teamed up on the first
tumaowver, as Ginn forced an Arson County
fumble on ascreen pass at the South Point 20
that Crenfiord recovered. The play came with
South Point leading 28-14 — and just seconds
after the Bearcats had recovered their second
stmight oreides kck.

“We just had to keep our minds in the
gamne,” Cravdond said. “Carson Ginn popped
thie fiootball out and 1 just jum ped onit.”

Added Ginn: *1 felt their runner didn't carmy
it that strong and | wes going to ryand pop it
out. [tchanged the momentum.”

The momentum shift fully changed when
South Point took over at the 20 after that tum-
ower and went 80 yardsin eight plays to pushits
lead back upto35-14with 429 to play.

It that tumover killed Anson County's
momentum, the second tumover killed the
Bearcats' chance of winning for goosd.

Anson County responded to South Point's
final score with a quick T6-yand drive to mudge
within 35-21, then recovered a fumbled Red
Raiders" pitch at midfield.

The Bearcatsquickkrrmoved tothe South Poirt
14 befre Home intercepted a pass near the goal
lire and returred to the Red Raiders 15
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*l wes in position and he
threw it," Home said of his
imterception.  *It knda  just

happened”

Crawford said much of the
credit for the ermant throw had
to go o his defensive line's
passrush

“They got pressure on the
quarterback and we wene able
tovcorme up with the pick there
atthe end, * Cravfiond said.

South Point's defense was
balanced, as seven plaers
had four or more first-hit or
solo tackes, Junior linebacker
Rod Williarms led the way
with seven tackls. Home,
Crawford, junior comerback
Patrick Truesdale and =senior
end Maurice Falk added five
stops. And Ginn and sopho-
moe linebacker Josh Allman
had four hitseach

Home added a forced

fumble  and  intemepton.
Fall had a forced furnhle and
fumble mecovery. And Crees-
ford had an interception and
fumbile recovery.

Anson County 00 021-21
South Point TO1414-35
Firstguarber
5P — Josh Justice 37 run
(Joay Mitchell kick], 948

Third gu arter
SF — Justice :grun (Mircha]
kick), &02
5P — Ramon Costner 42
pasa from Justics (Mitzhall
kick), 223

Fourth guarber
P — Justice 30 run (M itchell
kick), 11:13
AL — Drew Cobe 11 pass from
Jordan Hildrath (Baau Mehon
kick), T54
WE—Cole 45 pass from
Hildreth (Mefton kick], Fdd
5P — Justice 40 run (Mitchall
kick), 4:29
AL — Hildrath ¥ run (Maiton

kick), 3:34
AC ip

First downs 15 13
Rushesyards 35363 d0-307
Passingyards 287 &7
Comp-Att-int  14-234-2 250
Fumblesdost 53 33
Panahtisyards10-15 445
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RUSHING—Anson County,
Brandon Ellerbe 1464
Hildreth 11-51, Mauri o2
Copeland 618, Sephone
Anthany 7-30. South Point,
Aaron Crumbley 1560, Jus-
tice 152 26, Scott MoW hinter
2-9, Famon Costrer 4-F, Troy
Leaper 1-5.
PASSING—Anzon County,
Hildrath 14-23-2 287,
Anthony 0-1-0 0. South Point,
Justice 2-640 &7
RECENING—Ans on County,
Cole 5480, Jonathan Hough
561, lackks Polk 2-45,
Ellerbe 1-3, Anthony 1-T8.
Sputh Point, Costrer 1-42,
Shane Mermrill 1-25,



