SOUTH POINT RED RAIDERS: 2009 3AA N.C. HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION CHAMPIONS

South Point 42 m South Johnston 28

STATE CHAMPS

Second half
turnaround
key to Red §g& TR
Raiders win
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CHAPEL HILL — A Red Raider S
team many thought wes rebuilding
was in fact just re-oading ghing
South Pont its  fourth foothall Gte

and fir=t since A0E,

But Satiday's
4228 victory over
INSIDE South Johnston

Full game didn't come easy.
oovETagE South Point fell
Pages 168 vicim o big plays
early and found

thermsehwes in a.28-1 4 hole at halftime.
Buat e 500 0 R Ranicleer M atiicn finih -
fil who showed up at UNC Chapel
Hill's Kenan Stadiurm dressed mosty
i red never gene up, and nelither did
the players.

“We weren't in the best of moods
at halftme,” sai] Doc Lawing father
of freshiman tght end Chuck Lawing,
*but we weren't down and out by no
means” . d ;

South Point proved iself a second T B e ————
haif team once again in the biggest o 4, Poings Asvon Crumbday (45) and Fyam Mokinney (24) calebrate after winming the state 284 N.C. High School Athletic Association football championship by beating Sou

> See CHAMPIONS, Page 134 Johimeon 42-28 on Seturday. Crumbley wers named the gama’s mostvalusble playsr afer sconng fve touchdosns duning thi Red Raider” state champiombip win,
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gameoftheyear, said Harmiet Fomey,
the mother of South Point defersie
player of the game Jordan Formey, a
sophomore linebacker.

“Brvery time at half— Tdon't ke
what coach (lohn) Devine says to
them — but they come out and play
better,” said Harriet Fomeey.

Father Eric Formey shed a tear as
he described his emotions after the
come-from-behind win

“All I can say is I'm very proud,”

Stars of the game were numer-
oui, Aaron Crumbley scored South
Point's first five touchdovns and
losh Justice added a 42-yard touch-
down nunwith less than two minutes
left tosecue the win, Crumbley was
the garme's micst valuable player; Jus-
tice, the game's outstanding offen-
sive player for South Point, as voted
an by the media.

“We're very exdited for the play-
ers,” fan Jeff Howard said after the
game, “They worked long and hard
for this.®

South Point Principal Gary Ford
said the team's character shined
Saturday. They fell behind, but wene
never beaten,

“All year they gave 150 percent,”

Ford said. "These boys never gave
up. Theyhave heart like youwouldn 't
believe.®

South Point's foothall team also
haseamedthestat e's “team scholar®
desigration for having a cumulative
3.1 grade point average, Ford said.

“Our coaches teach good char-
acter cames first and that you play
hard,” Ford said. *1 just couldn’t be
mare proud ofa group of boys.”

South Point fans outmumbered
these from South Johnston by
almost 2-to-1, which shows com-
munity support, said Soott Van Pelt,
father of freshman player Camden
“an Pelt,

"They'ne blessed,” Van Pelt said of
the tearm.

But many of the South Point
faithful said they saw this state title
day coming years ago, back when
the youngsters played for the Bel-
maont Braves Optimist team or the
MeAdenville Dolphites.

“These boys have been playing to-
gethersince they were in the second
and third grades,” said Jasha Hunter,
mother of junior linebacker Jerermy
Hunter. “They've been winners their
whale lives."”

You can mach Kewin Elis at
-RER- 1823

G oty
by Berjamin Pane

ABOVE South Paoint fans
cakbrate the state champi-
onship win Sabrday. FAR
LEFT: South Poirk chesr
e leaders chear duiing  the
| game. LEFT: South Paints
o 00| bard parfomns duing the

game.



Giname photos by Benjamin Pamen

Sauth Peint's Jash Hice breshs through the tackle attempt of South Johreton’s Aaron Anderson on Saturday, The Red Raiders battied back from a deficit &t the hal to win the 384 state champiorship.

Halftime ‘chat’ brings
South Point to life

HAPELHILL — After ome half of Saturday s N.C.

Class 34 state football titlegame at Kenan Stadium,

South Point trailed 28-14 after committing four
turnovers (threeon fumbles) and wasting an early 70 lead.

In the second half, the Red Raiders
soored 28 unanswered points with a
dominating, ball-control offense that led
toa 42-28victory over South Johnston.

S0 what wers said at the half?

“lcan assure youthey didn't do any
talkirg " South Point coach John Devine
said of his players’ mood atthe half.

Clearty, the Red Raiders didn't play their
bestin the opening half And clearty, Devine
and his coaching staffweredisappointed
with the mistakes, most of them unfomed.

ButasSouth Point hes donebefiore, they responded.

And on this day, it may have been one of the Red Raid-
ers’ best effiorts in theschool's stoded fothall history.

Moot onbydid Sowth Point outscore atalented South
Johnston team 28-0in the second half bt the Red Raid-
ers outgained the Trojans 198 051 while contmlling
possession for 18 of the second half s 24 minutes,

Theschool's "Red Bone" spread option offerse has
often been highlighted by long scoring plays. But onthis

Sauth Peint's Aaron Crumbley rushes for his fifth touchdown
durirgd his tearm’s win Saturday. Crambley capped one of the
firesst c:amers in Gaston County in his final Red Raider game,

Goonline for
a slides how from

) saston

Crumbley’s 5 TDs
pace wild comeback

(Gardner
S i

CHAPEL HILL— Every suummer when South Point
travels to Mars Hill for teamn camp, head coach John
Devine talks o his players about winning the state
champicrehip.

Thisyear, it was more than just talk.

Aamn Crumbley rished for five touchdowrs and
South Point rallied from a 14-point deficit to beat
South Johreton 42-28 for the 344 state title Satunday
at Kenan Stadium.

“It's a dream for everybody and we made a dream
come true,” senior quarterback Josh Justice said.

Crumbley, a senior fullback, rushed for 122 yack
on 38 greeling camries and found the end zone three
tirmes after halftime as South Point, trailing 28-14 at
the break, dominated the final 24 minutes. Justice
added 107 vardson 23 carres and provided the excla-
mation point with a 42-yamd nehing TDwhen South
Paint wes trying to milk the dock with 38 seconds
remnaining

South Point finishes the season with a 14-2 mark,
completing its best three-year stretch in school his-
tonywith 2wins Last year s tearn fell one game short
of the state title mume bt the 2009 buanch advanced
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But a starting lineup con-
sisting of eight senioms, eight
juniors and six sophomores
played like grizzled veterans
onacold December afternoon
in Chapel Hill

And the biggest star was
Crumbley, who capped one
of the finest careers in Gaston
County with his most stiming
performance yet. The G-foat,
210-pound senior didn't hawve
many easy camies but kept
pounding away and broke
thmough for TD nuns of 4,5, 1, 1
and 11 yards.

“The thing about Aaron is
he's a tough hard-nosed kid,”
Devine said. "He plays with
his pads down and wsually
that first lick is not going to
stop him.”

The first touchdown gave
Crumbiley sole possession of the
Gaston County career touch-
dowm record and he wound up
with 89 when all was said and
done. Crumbley, likely headed
to Mavy next seemon, and Justice
led a threeyamds-and-a-cloud-
of-dust offense that allowed
South Point to dominate time
of possession. The Red Raiders
held the ball for 33 minutes, 47
seconck oompared o South
Johreton's 1411

South Point's B2 offersive
plays marked the most by a
tearnin a M. state champion-
ship game in the last 20 vears,
since the M.L. High Schoal
Athletic Assodation went to its
currentfommat

“They have the best offen-
sive line we saw this year and
probably do the best job with
the option as any high schoal
teamn I've ever seen,” South
Johnston coach Joe Salke said.
ily in South Painf's mipke-opdon
offense espedally after haltime,
asSouth Pointdidn't shandonits
gamepln despite faling behind
by o touchdosns at the halt
The Red Raiders soored on their
firsttwopeesessions efterhatftime
and hed the bl for the fist 7
rmintes, 14 semnds of the third
quarterthanksinpart toanonside
kick recoery betwsen dives, The
b soores ted it at 28,

South  Points  defense,
meanwhile, forced three con-
secutive  three-and-outs and
then the offense went back
towork on a 16-play, 89-yard
sooring drive that coreumed 7
minubes, 18 seconds. The Red
Raiders cashed inwhen Crum-
hikey fiound his biggestopening
of the night for an 11-yard TD,
and Joey Mitchell's extra point
gave South Point a 35-18 lead
with 3:26 remaining,

The Red Raiders' defense
held again, this tme fom-
ing a tumover on dowrs at
the South Point 45 with 228
emaining. Moments later,
when a first dowm woukd have
sufficed, Justice found daylight
dovm the keftsideline and took
itall theway, sending the South
Point faithful into a frenzy:

South Johreton (14-2) was
making its first state cham-
pionship  appeamnce  but
kooked well on its way to the
tile. The Tmjans withstood
South Point's eardy chamge by
sooring three quick touch-
dowms for a 21-7 lead eardy in
the second. Patrick Dunnigan
toesed twio T passes to Shrine
Bowd meceiver Dee Williams
and Anthomey Cromite added

benefited foom an onside kck

Late in the secomd quarter,
adl-yard pass from Justice to
Jesh Hice set up Crambley's
second T to put South Point
back within one score at 21-
14, But Williams retumed the
ersuing kickoff 87 vards for a
28-14 lead that South Johnston
took inko the kockermoom.,

That lead soon withered
once South Point took care of
its tumioverissues. South Point
had three fumbles and an in-
terception in the first half bt
only one tumover (a muffied
punt catch) in the sacond half

South  Point  outgained
the Trojare 446-258. Scott
McWhirter added 74 neh-
ing vards on eight camies for
South Point and Hice carried
three times fior2 1 yancs, Justice
completed 5 of 8 passes, with
one interception, for 111 yands.
Hice caught two passes for 76
yards, Shane Merrill two for 21
and Ramon Costner one fior
14

Dunnigan finished with 154
pessing yandks and two TDsout
of the Tmjans' spread offerse.
‘Williams caught eight pesses
fior 96 yands and two TDE Cru-
mity finished with 8 yards on
13 carries.

Bod Williams and Jordan
Fomeyled the Red Raiders' de-
fiense with seven tackles each.
Jeeh Allman added =ix tackles
and Tmoy Leeper five. Patrick
Truesdale had three tackles
and two pess brealups. Jalen
Porter provided the game-
sealing interception on South
JTohnston s finaldrive. Wiliams
and Maurice Falls also had one
quartertack hurry each.

South Paintimproved o 3-0
in ML High School Athletic
fssociation state title appear-
ances, having alko wonin 1979
and 2003, The Red Raidemsalso
shared the 1571 Westem ML
High Schiool Activities Associa-
tion title,

The current Red Raiders
wanted to uphold the strong
tradition in Belmomnt, and the
10 seniome on the roster didn't
lesve thieir high school careers
disappointed.

South Point 42,
South Johnston 28
Gouth Jnneston 1414 0 028
South Point T Tlal4-42
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a 40-yard TD msh during the
stretch. The first two touch-
downs came on back-to-back
plays as South  Johreton

|RE CE IVING—15 oS Sl sfiom,
‘il e 896, Mt Mdamb
3-13, ustin Sanders 308 South
Poirt, Mice 278, 5 hane Merdll
221, Aamon Costrer 1-14
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Aaron Crumbley had
348 physical carmies fora
hand-eamed 122 yards,
his lorgest mn of 11 yards
comingon the last of his
five touchdowm nuns,
Carterback Josh Justice,
who ditected ad46-vard
attack, picked up 107 yands
rehing and one touchdovn
on 23 carries and threw anby
one pees in thesecond halt
Inthe end, the 82 offensive
snape by South Point were
the mest ina state ttle game
since thegames were moved
to neutral site locations like
the University of North Canm-

lina's Fenan Stadivm in 1988,

“There were somAary
times wheneit's third -and-
three andwe kept getting,
afirstdowm, Justice said,
“That seermed totake
awery theirwill a little.®

Added Crumbiley: " Fyou
runour offense right, itcan
frustrate the othertearn.

But South Johneton's
frustration in the second
halfis not whatSouth
Point players, coaches and
fans will be talling about
years from noerwhen they
tell stories about the Red
Faiders" fourth state tite,

The cooland calm of
theircomeback is what
thiose folks will emember,

Dievine knew his team
oot bee gertting the sacomnd
halflickoff. His feeling,
wasthatthe Red Raiders
ootk score —which they
did — then try to steal the
game's momenm with an

oreides lckto further steal
the game's momenbum.
Devine didn’ttell his
players of the plan to
onsides kick until Joey
Mitchell perfectly executed
a"pooch” kick that Mau-
rice Falls recovered at
the South Johnston 23,
Ten plays later, Crumbley
was in the end zone, With

Mitchell s extra point kick, the

game was tied at 28 — and

South Point had the game's

momentum fior good.
“Football's a game of

rmomentum,” Juetice said.

* A soomas we got the ball

back there, we talked in the

huddleabout making sue we
got the game's momerntum.®

Dievine vas pleased
becaves he feltit showed
chamcter that his team could
lose momenturmin the
early going, then rechimit

.__________..
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|Gat an addltional 5100 withy
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theweythe Red Raidersdid. back and we didn't letit go.®
“We had the momenhum Yo o reach Richard

earty,” Dievire =aid. "We had Waller it rivalferd

themn by the throat and let Jastongmeliacom

thermn get away. And we gotit

The
Player’s Club

" Lincoln

COUNTRY CLUE

ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

Members Receive:
= 10% Off golf shop merchandias
* Praferred tee imes up to one month

only to members
* Frea golf on your birthd ay.
= Play and ride all day

Monday - Friday for only 517.00
= Play and ride 18 holes on

* Discounted tournament rates for
club sponsorad tosmaments

Join Today and Bagin'Enjoying The
Benefits of Membershipl

CALL 704-T35-1382 TODAY!
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CHAMPIONSHIPNOTEBQOK

Fomey, Justice, Grumbley take honors

By Philllp Gardner
and Richard Walker

TS o e T oo

CHAPEL HILL — Two of
the usual suspects and one of
South Point's young bucks toalk:
prsigame honoms at Saunday's
state charmipionship game.

Seniorfulback Aamn Cnum-
bley was named the games
most valuable player  after
nehing for 122 vamds and five
touchdowme in the Red Raid-
ers'd2-28win.

Senior quarterbeck  Josh
Tetice was named  South
Point's cutstanding offensive
plaer after rushing for 107
vards and a TD and passing
fior 111 yands, And sophomone
linebacker Jordan Forney
received South Point's defien-
sive outstanding player award
after tallving a teamn-high
seven tackles and assisting on
atacke for loss. Rod Williams
alsohad seven tackles,

Crumbley  entered  the
game tied with North Gas-
ton's Princeton Brooks (2004-
07 for most career nushing
T in Gaston County history
but put himeef way out in
front, finishing his three-year
camerwith 89 TDs

I don't like bragging abouot
rryself, so 1 really don't know
what tosay, " Crumbley said.

Satmday maded Crnumb-
ley's seoond five-TD) perfor-
mance, the other one happen-
ingagainst South Rowan inthe
firstroundoflast year's plaofE

“famn's about &5 good &
theyy get,” South Point coach
John Devine said. “You've just
ot to give it to him. You've goo
to mive him opporunities and

he certainky made the most of
them tonight, and he has his
whiolecareer.”
Crumbley carried 28 times,
eight shy of the N.C. High
Schonl Athletic Assodation

state title game record held by
Thomasville's Quan Warley
since 006,

Go East, young man

Apparenthy, all South Point
needs to do for a state tite
gameis goeast.

After all, each of the Red
Raiders' state titles have come
in alocale eastof Belmont.

In 1971, when South Point
shared the Westem NI Activi-
ties Association title with Salis-
bury in a 14-all tie, the game
wias played at Catersba College,

In 1979, when South Point
won the ML Class 3A title,
they won 31-13 at Ahoskie
High School And in 2003 and
thisyear, the Red Raiders won
M.C. Class 34 and ML, Class

3AA titles, respectively, at the

Title gear on sale

Official South Point
champlonship marnchan
disa will be on sale today
from 1-4 p.m. cutside
the school's foothall
figdhouse.

The marchandise s
being sodd by the Big
Red Booster Club and
procesds benafit all of
tihe school's athietic

ame. This marchan-
dise willalso be avallable
at Betmont Drug Stors,
beginning Monday.

University of Morth Camlina's
Kenan Stadium. South Point

dovmed Mortheast Guilford
27-101n the 2003 title garme.

From the field
to the stamds

One year after quarter-
backing South Point o the
state  semifinals, Desmond
Lowwery sat in the standsas he
watched his Red Raiderswin a
state champiorehip.

L | South Peint's bosh Justice

abides the tackle attempt of
Sawth Jahnstor's Jan Famer
during their game Satunday,

Barjanin Pamon, The Qarems

Postgame awards

Micest vl atie plapar — Aamn
Crum ey, BB, South Poirt

Sowth Polnt

Outstan ding offensive plapar
= Dok WElice OF

Ourtitan ding deda rie
plsyar —Jardan Farney, LB

Sowth kohnston

Ouitstan ding offensive plasar
— D 'Williams, Wik

Ourtstan ding defs i
playar— hsh Badour, LB

“Ttwesn't a rebuilding year,”
lowery said. “Bverybody
thought it wes gping to be a
rebuiildirg year. It wes thesame
ol' team we had |t year. We
justlost acoupleseniors.”

Lowsery wes one of 13 start-
ers o graduate from last year's
teamn. He played this season
at Dean College in Frankin,
Ivlass. Satunday s was the first
South Point game he had
seen this year.

Amazing run

It's hard to understate just
howe far South Johnston came
this seemon, gven its woefil
foothall  history  Whike  the
school openedin 1969, it didn't
recond a winning season il
1984 and had made only five
playoff berthe in hisbory vt
this year. The Trojans’ only
previous postssason victory
before this season came inthe
old Division 1l playoff system
in which only conference
runners-up qualified.




