South Paint 41, East Gaston 16

B 00, The (aries

Soush Point quanerback Patrick Home gets off & pass afer vading East Gaston defendar Ryan Pops during fhair gama at East Gasion on Feday. Hom had 100 yands

rushing and one Duchdows i thes win

Red all over

South Point unleashes its offense in win at East Gaston

By Richard 'Wa bier
real S g e T

MOUNT HOLLY — Trow Loeper had o fow
hess yirchs rushing than last week, but the South
Point High junior felt a whole ot better Friday
night afier he helped power the Red Raiders
past rival East Gaston 41-16.

“It feds good and it's feeling much betier,”
said Leeper, the South Point fllback whose
sore ankle kept him out of a sesson-opening
loss o Clower.

Last week, Leeper ran for 253 vamds — the
Afth-heghest single-jame nushing total in school
history — in South Point’s 43-42 overtime loss

INSIDE THE GAME
Total offense: Seuth Pant — 431 wrds
S‘Eﬂ 41 . East Gaston —
rushing, & passing)

to Lincointon that left the Red
b Raiders 0-2 for the frst tme in
l4dvears.
4 But with umbeaten East Gas-
ton -0} up next on the road,
g et confident his team would
play with a sense of urgency.
"Wel, | indd them we weme
playving Fast Gaston” Devine said “W it takes
e than thai_ they're in the wimng luddle IF
youi can't get excited o play East Gaston, you're
il thee wrting schioal ™
In front of & capacity crowd of 5000 at
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Arrowhead Stadivm — many of whom arrived
miore Shan an hour before bickolf — Leeper and
the Red Raiders took charpe from the outset.

sing two Fast Gasion humovers as as-
sistance, South Point scored on its first three
possessions to take a 20-0 lead afier one
quarter.

Then, afier the Wamiors' defense sttt out
the Hed Raiders in the sacond quaner with
dominating play in the interior Ene, South Point
miadke an adpstment ioiis "Red Bone ™ offensive
attack to put the game away.

>> See RAIDERS, Page 4C

Graham (B tackees), Rnett Odom (6 tackees).
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“We jusi ook what they gave us,” said
Leeper, wiwo nushed for 164 yands and
three ouchdowns in 25 camies. “They
gave us the outside so we ook it.”

The Riod Raidiers Snishiexd with 431 yands
behind an ofensive sttack man by junior
Patrick Home and sophomone Mitchell
Painter. Home had 100 yards nashing and
mne iuchdown i nine caaries and Paint-
er added 57 yanis and one touchdown in
eight carmies. Ramon Uostner also scored
a T for South Point, which lnoks 0 even
s necoed at 2-2 nesd week at home ageina
T.LC. Roberson.

“Ad 0-2, we were not happy,” Devine
saiicl. “Tt was not fun to be &l practice this
wipek. Bt v con b i puirt of the solution.
W chose to be  part of the sohation,”

For East Gaston, the loss ended the
Wimiors® best start sinoe 2003,

"Well, they cxeouted & lot better than
we didd. That's the bottom ine,” said East
Gasson coach Exic Tippett, whose eam
had 774 vands total offense but was bust

Chiis McDiowell led the Warors with
95 vards mushing and one touchdown in
12 camies. Jardkeviis Hoplins added 65
vards in 12 camies. Cary Gore added the
other toudhdoswn on an dlectrifiing 49-
yard scoring run in the third qusrtes. And
Idcker Richard Sigmon, who briefly trans-
ferned to Newion-Conover two weeks ago,
returned and made a 38-yard Geld goal,
comverted his only PAT attemnpt and aver-
aged 42 3 vards in three punts.

South Pobrt 200 14T - 41
EmtGemaen 03 6T - 18
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East Gaston quarerback Jarkevius Hoplire, left, evades South Point defender Josh Allman durng
the garme ot East Gaston on Friday.
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