South Point 42, Crest 21
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Sourth Point running back Tyler Bray rurs the hall inin the and zone dusng the game against Crest on Fiday st South Port

GREAT RAID

Red Raiders pull away from Chargers for Big South title

By Pl Gl cew

BELMONT — After Crest gave South Point
all it wanted in the firet half] the Red Raiders
showed winy ey ne the top-ranked 34 team in
the state

South Point pulled away fom a one-point
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adversity " Hed Raiders coach Mickey Line-
berper said. "We were down at halftime by one
and | got in s what we were made of. T was
el plesssod wath whiat | saw,”

Troy Leeper nushad for 193 yands and four
touchdowns — 112 yands and theee TDs in the
seoond half — for the Red Raiders (10-0, 6-0 Big
South), who secumed their 116 leagoe Gidein 13

MNow, South Point can ook ahead o the
playofs, where it will enter the 144 bracket and
oould hawve the No. | overall seed n its pod. The
N.C High Schonl Athletic Assocation plans io
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besn ajiny 2 he Red Raiders fumbded on
the nel play Dot B wes 100 W D make s
diflerence.
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berriind Joih JESce (1910w ck h Te 2000
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the highest wial against the Big South’s wop-
rarked defense all sesson. The Chargers an-
tered the night ghing un 221 A yards per game.
Crest (B-3, 5-1 Big South) booked jost as mpres-
sive ofiensrvely on jis way i a 21 - 20 halfiame lead
It mamaged ondy fve st downs end omed the
ball over twace the rest of the way.

They're good, and you have to play dos:
parfect to have a chance to beat them,” Crest
coach Mark Bames said. “We did that eady in
the pame and then the seoond half after those
twan drives, they pot excited and we lost soime of
our enthusiasm.”

The Charpers had a pair of 100-vard run-
ning hacks in Rhaheim Ladbetter (107 yands,
2 Tis) and Jerty Currence (105 yards). Led-
better, the Florida commitment as a salety,
scored twice in the second quarter to give the
Chargers & 21-14 lemd. And after South Point
botched the snap on ils next exira point,
Crest was able to maintsin a 21-20 kead o
halftime knowing it would stan the second
Thalf on offense,

But afier the ( reached the South
Point 15 onits first drive afier the break, Jomdan
Fomey byoughit down Ledbetier for a fee-yard
hoss om third and one and Crest wourmd up om-
mg the ball over on downs.
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South Point running back Troy Leeper runs the ball during the game against Crest on Friday. Leeper rushed
for 193 yards and four touchdowns for the Red Raiders (10-0, 6-0 Big South), who secured their 11th

league title in 13 years.
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Afier a South Point and Crest
fumble, the Red Raiders took
the lead for good with a 10-play,
38-yard scoring drive capped by
Leeper's 1-yard TD nm. South
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“We're going to be excited
tonight but come Monday
we've got to get ready for the
first round,” said quarterback
Patrick Home, who mshed
for 60 yards and completed
2-of-4 passes for 30 yards with
one interception. “We can't
dwell on what we've already
done. We've got to look for-
ward to the next game.”

Tyler Bray added 55 yards

and one TD on the ground
while Devan Robbins rushed
for 50 yards for South Point.

Josh Allman recovered two
fumbles (forced by Tristin
Fogarty and Jordan Fomey)
and Jeremy Sanders inter-
cepted a pass to spark the
South Point defense, which
also got big plays from Fomey
and Deion Jones.

“They were pushing our
defensive line off and the
linebackers couldn’t make
plays (in the first half),” said
Allman, a senior outside line-
backer. “We just started play-
ing more downhill instead of
sitting back and waiting on
them to come tous.”

While South Point has a
shot at a No. 1 seed in the
playoffs, Crest will be seeded
in the second tier as the Big
South's No. 2 representative.

And due to the pod system

that groups teams geographi-
cally, these two teams could
meet again by the third round
of the playoffs.

Phillip Gardner: 704-869-
1843; nwitter.comigazettephil
Crest 71400-21
South Point 146 8 14 —42

First quarter

SP—Tyler Bray 20 run (Dayton Rogers
kick), 10:02.

C—Michael Gullatte Il 15 mn {Alex
Trejo kick), 7:52.

SP—Patrick Home 10 run (Rogers
kick), 5:24.

Second quarter
C—Rhaheim Ledbetter 2 mn (Trejo
kick), 9:38.

C—Ledbetter 2 run (Trejo kick), 4:37.
SP—Troy Leeper 8 run (botched snap),
1:11.
Third quarter
SP—Leeper 1 mun (Leeper run), 2:16.
Fourth quar ter
SP—Leeper 16 run (Rogers kick),
9:46.
SP—Leeper 5 run (Rogers kick), 4:13.



