Sauth Pomt running back Devan Robbins cames the ball as mammate Tyier Bray biocks Ashbmok inebacker Deck Wabbar dumng the game 2 Ashbmok on Frday

BACKBREAKER

Late TD pass helps Raiders stay unfeated

By Prllip Gardner
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CASTONIA — & was sometime in the second
cuuarier when Devan Robhins told his coaches
he'd be open on a pass play # they chose o call it
The coachs wesied o the right Sme, and when

The serorwingback canght a 30-yard touch- And that's why afler Brooks first sold the nm
down pass from Jaquan Brooks that served & and then hit Robbins in stride that Roblins was
the backbwesker with 807 remaining in Sowth  free tospoint to the end soneuntached.
Point's 30-13 win at Ashheook on Friday.

“1 told them the safeties were a lifle o »>» See RADERS, Page 4C
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Ashbrook running back Tylik Roberts breaks the tackle of South Point linebacker Mykel Davis during the

game at Ashbrook on Friday.
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Continued from Page 1C

“Jaquan had great poise
and rode (fullback) Tyler
(Bray), and (Robbins) was
out there like he was going
to block,” South Point coach
Mickey Lineberger said. “It
was a great completion and
that was a big, big tuming
point in the game. They've
got a great football team.”

The touchdown made it
23-13 and gave South Point
some breathing room for
the first time on a tense night
at Eccles Field between Big
South 3A Conference heavy-
weights. Four minutes later,
after an Ashbrook three-
and-out, Brooks scored on a
2-yard run to make the final
score look more lopsided
than the game really was.

South Point (7-0, 3-0 Big
South) took a while to get its
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at times on its to 304
yards. Tre Brice passed for
204 yards and a touchdown
on 16-of-23 accuracy but left
the game with 3:49 remaining
with an apparent knee injury.
Ashbrook coach Greg Hill
didn't know the severity of
the injury immediately after
the game.

Two Ashbrook receivers
topped 100 as Grant
Stafford hauled in -eight
passes for 107 yards and E.J.
Vanderpuye had 103 yards
on four catches.

South Point, though, won
the turnover battle 2-0, forc-
ing an interception and a
fumble. The fumble came
at the South Point 2 in the
second quarter after South
Point had taken its first lead.

“Shoulda, coulda, woul-
da,” Hill said. “I mean, we
had opportunities and we
didn't capitalize on them.”

Ashbrook’s defense rose
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series, making a goal line
stand on fourth and 1. The
Green Wave stopped Bray
to a gain of inches on the
play, but the victory was
short-lived as South Point
tackled Tylik Roberts in the
end zone on the next play,
putting the Red Raiders on
the board at the 9:38 mark of
the second quarter to make
it 6-2.

After the ensuing kick,
South Point then drove
61 yards on five plays and
scored on Jaquan Brooks'
34-yard run to go ahead 9-6
with 7:32 left in the half.

South Point’s Aaron Big-
gerstaff intercepted Brice on
the second play of the sec-
ond half and the Red Raid-
ers needed only one play
to score on a 4-yard run by
Bray. That put South Point
ahead 16-6 but Ashbrook
scored on the next series on
a l-yard mun by Aveontay
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in gear as Ashbrook (3-3,
1-2) stayed disciplined on
the defensive side. But the
Red Raiders eventually wore
down the Green Wave de-
fenders, finishing with 398
yards of offense.

Bray rushed for 162 yards
and Brooks added 144 yards
on the ground as South
Point's two workhorses.

Ashbrook’s offense, No. 2
in the league, looked sharp
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ing the Red Raiders to a
single first down over their
first two possessions. That
allowed the Green Wave to
take the lead on a seven-
play, 68-yard drive that
ended with Brice's 1-yard
touchdown pass to Brian
Jackson.

Ashbrook, looking for its
first win in the series since
2005, held South Point off
the scoreboard for a third
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remained 16-13 until Rob-
bins’ TD catch.

Ashbrook receiver Deme-
trius Oliver was tossed from
the game, and Hill said the
initial ruling was an ejec-
tion, which would require
the Green Wave's leading
receiver to miss the next two
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games.
Phillip Gardner: 704-
869-1843; twitter.com/

gazettephil



South Point 30,

Ashbrook 13
South Point 09714 —30
Ashbrook 607 0—-13

First quarter
A—Brian Jackson 1 pass from
Tre Brice (kick failed), 3:31.

Second quarter
SP—Safety, 9:38.
SP—Jaquan Brooks 34 run
(Matt Camp kick), 7:32.

Third quarter
SP—Tyler Bray 4 run (Camp
kick), 11:22.

A—Aveontay Armstrong 1 run
(Ross Taylor kick), 8:24.

Fourth quarter
SP—Devan Robbing 30 pass
from Brooks (Camp kick), 8:07.
SP—Brooks 2 run (Camp kick),
4:08.

5P Ash

First downs 21 12
Rushesvyards 63-341 23-53
Passingyards 57 251
Total yards 398 304
Comp-Att-Int 360 17-271
Fumbles-lost  1-0 21
Penaltiesyards 422 7-59
Punts-avg. 4298 5336

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—South Point,
Bray 30-162, Brooks 25
144, Robbins 3-22, Deonte
Gaston 2-16, Team 3-minus
3. Ashbrook, Tylik Roberts
531, Marcus James 6-17,
Brice 6-15, Armstrong 2-5,
EJ. Vanderpuye 1-1, Jeremy
Crawford 2-minus 1, Austin
Mitchell 1-minus 14.
PASSING—South Point, Brooks
3-6-0 57. Ashbrook, Brice 16-
231 204; Mitchell 1-4-0 47.
RECEIVING—South Point, Rob-
bins 1-30, Bray 1-15, Tanner
Muse 1-8, Gaston 0-4. Ash-
brook, Grant Stafford 8-107,
Vanderpuye 4-103, Jackson
2-28, Demetrius Oliver 16,
James 1-5, Armstrong 1-2.



