SOUTH POINT 26, HIBRITEN 0

Red Raiders achieve
playoft shutout

South Point quarterback Scottie Lee runs away from Hibriten's Noah Haney during their playoff game in Lenoir on
Friday night. JOHN CLARK/THE GAZETTE PHOTOS

South Point heading to state championship game




By RIChard walker
rwalker@gastongazette.com

LENOIR — South Point's
turnaround season is now only
one win shy of its goal after the
Red Raidersrecorded a domi-
nating 26-0 win at Hibriten
on a frigid Friday night at Jeff
Storie Memorial Stadium.

South Point (11-4), which
started the season1-3and 2-4,
has won nine straight games
behind a crunching defense
and an efficient offense.

Both wereondisplay in Fri-
day's dominating victory ona
night in which temperatures
dipped into the 30s.

The Red Raiders rolled up
3006 yards and 17 first downs on
offense and limited an offense
that had averaged 50.3 points
per game to no points, 120
total yards and kept the previ-
ously unbeaten Panthers (14-1)
without afirst down until 7:58
remained in the third quarter.

"I can't say enough about
how our defense hasimproved
this year," said South Point
coach Mickey Lineberger,
whose teamrecorded its fifth
shutout of the season and third
in the playoffs. "But a lot of
that is our offense keeping
them off the field by execut-
ing as well as they've been

against Hibriten in Lenoir on Friday night.

executing."

South Point playsinits sixth
state title game next Saturday
at 11:05 a.m. in the N.C. High
School Athletic Association
Class 3A title game at Wake
Forest's BB&T Field against
Eastern champion Rocky
Mount in arematch oflast sea-
son's N.C. 3A title game.

Rocky Mount advanced with
a 34-33 triple overtime win
over Havelock.

Previously, the Red Raid-
ers shared the 1971 Western
N.C. Activities Association
title before winning NCHSAA

titles in 1979 (3A), 2003 (3A)
and 2000 (3AA). Last year is

South Point's lone champi-
onship game loss, coming in
overtime by a 24-21 score to
Rocky Mount.

Friday's victory at Hibriten
was, in essence, determined
in the first six minutes of the
game.

South Point took the open-
ing kickoff and drove 70 yards
innine plays, capped by Scot-
tie Lee's 30-yard touchdown
passto Ray Grier.
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Then after the teams
traded turnovers in the next
four plays, South Point line-
backer Nate Hamilton and
others snowedunder Hibriten
1,000-yard rusher McKin-
ley Witherspoon for a safety
that gave the Red Raiders a
9-0lead with 6:32]eft inthe
opening quarter.

But SouthPoint was hardly

done.
Lee's5-yard TDkeeper and
ThomasLempereur's 21-yard
field goal made it 19-0 at the
half. And Jake Alexander
capped a 14-play, 88-yard
drive with a 3-yard TD run
that came after theRedRaid-
ers had stopped Hibriten on
downsat the12.

Lee (153 yards passing and
84 yards rushing) and Alex-
ander (139 yards rushing) led
the South Point offense, with
Leethrowing 18 passes, which
wasjust four off a season high

for the Red Raiders. Nick
Muse caught six of Lee's
10completions for 92 yards.

"Theywere giving us some
stuff" in the passing game,
Lineberger said. "And we're
going to take what they're
going togive us."

Perhaps just as impor-
tantly, South Point ran 65
offensive plays to 39 for
Hibriten, which had two
1,000-yard rushers and a
quarterback with more than
800 yardspassingthisseason.

"Welost 24 seniors," Line-
berger said. "And ourJVteam
won one football game last
year. Sothis speaks volumes
about how hard these kids
have worked and how hard
these coacheshave coached
this season."

Matthew Robinson's eight
solo or first-hit tackles led
the South Point defense,
with Muse and Phillip Davis
adding fourstops each.

— Richard Walker: 704 -869-
1841; twitter. com/frwalk22



South Point players celebrate after their 26-0 playoff wi Fnda,v
night against Hibriten in Lenoir. JOHN CLARK/THE GAZETTE
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